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ORIGIN OES-07 
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APPROVED BY OES/ENP/EN : DRKING 
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077614 181542Z/17 

R 171937Z FEB 78 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY PARIS 

UNCLAS STATE 042719 

FOR US OECD 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: SENV, OECD 

SUBJECT: ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE - SEMINAR ON ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASSESSMENT OF ENERGY SCENARIOS, MARCH 6-7 

REF: WALLENBERG LETTER, JAN. 16 

MISSION REQUESTED PASS FOLLOWING U.S. PAPER TO BENGT 
WALLENBERG OF ENVIRONMENT DIRECTORATE IN RESPONSE TO HIS 
REF REQUEST: 

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT OF ENERGY SYSTEMS IN THE UNITED 

STATES 
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THERE ARE TWO MAJOR PROGRAMS IN THE U.S. IN WHAT HAS COME 
TO BE CALLED INTEGRATED ASSESSMENT; ONE IS IN THE DEPART- 
MENT OF ENERGY (DOE), THE OTHER IN THE ENVIRONMENTAL 
PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA). BOTH PROGRAMS AIM AT IDENTIFYING 
ENVIRONMENTALLY, SOCIALLY, AND ECONOMICALLY ACCEPTABLE 
ENERGY DEVELOPMENT ALTERNATIVES BY THE INTEGRATION OF 
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ENVIRONMENTAL, SOCIAL, AND ECONOMIC RESEARCH RESULTS. THE 
DOE PROGRAM PROVIDES RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT PLANNING 
SUPPORT TO VARIOUS TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS AND 
SERVES FEDERAL, STATE, AND LOCAL ENERGY PLANNING NEEDS. 

THE EPA PROGRAM PROVIDES INFORMATION TO GUIDE DEVELOPMENT 

OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL POLICIES FOR MITIGATING POTENTIAL 
ADVERSE EFFECTS. BOTH PROGRAMS SEEK TO IDENTIFY GAPS IN 
THE OVERALL RESEARCH EFFORT. 

THE DOE PROGRAM CONSISTS OF THREE MAIOR SUBPROGRAMS: 

(1) DEVELOPMENT OF METHODS AND MODELS NECESSARY TO 
SIMULATE ADVANCED ENERGY CONVERSION PROCESSES, LONG RANGE 
S02 TRANSPORT, REGIONAL ENERGY SUPPLY AND DEMAND, 

REGIONAL SOCIO-ECONOMIC EFFECTS AND SITING EFFECTS ON THE 
ENVIRONMENT. (2) TECHNOLOGY IMPACT ASSESSMENT. THE 
NATIONAL COAL UTILIZATION ASSESSMENT HAS PRELIMINARY 
RESULTS. EVENTUALLY THERE WILL BE ASSESSMENT FOR EACH 
ENERGY TECHNOLOGY. (3) REGIONAL COMPARATIVE ASSESSMENTS. 
THESE HELP STATE AND LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS IN PLANNING; 

THEY COMPLIMENT NATIONAL LEVEL TECHNOLOGY IMPACT ASSESS- 
MENTS AND HELP ASSURE A WELL COORDINATED PLANNING EFFORT 
BETWEEN FEDERAL AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS. PROTOTYPE PRO- 
JECTS ARE THE UTAH CONSORTIUM AND THE NEW ENGLAND ENERGY 
FORUM. 
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THE EPA PROGRAM EMPHASIZES FIVE AREAS AND HAS SEVERAL 
"PASS-THROUGH" PROJECTS FUNDED THROUGH OTHER AGENCIES. 

THE FIVE AREAS ARE: (1) TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT OF WESTERN 
U.S. ENERGY RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT, FOCUSING ON COAL, OIL 
SHALE, GEOTHERMAL, AND URANIUM RESOURCES IN THE WESTERN 
13 STATES. EFFECTS RELATED TO THE CURRENT SPARCE POPULA- 
TION AND PRISTINE ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS IN MUCH OF THIS 
AREA ARE EMPHASIZED. (2) TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT OF THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF LARGE SCALE ENERGY FACILITIES IN THE OHIO 
RIVER BASIN. (3) TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT OF ELECTRIC 
UTILITY SYSTEMS. THIS AIMS AT TESTING POLLUTION CONTROL 
STRATEGIES AND IDENTIFYING ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES WHICH 
WILL REQUIRE FUTURE POLICY DECISIONS. (4) MAINTENANCE 
AND FURTHER DEVELOPMENT OF THE STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL 
ASSESSMENT SYSTEM (SEAS). WHICH IS A SET OF INTEGRATED 
MODELS THAT PREDICT THE ENVIRONMENTAL AND ECONOMIC CON- 
SEQUENCES OF MAJOR SHIFTS IN ENVIRONMENTAL AND ENERGY 
POLICIES. (5) TECHNOLOGY ASSESSMENT OF ENERGY DEVELOP- 
MENT IN APPALACHIA, A STUDY WHICH IS STILL IN THE VERY 
EARLY STAGES. 

THE PRECEDING, OF COURSE, DEALS ONLY WITH THE PROGRAMS 
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OF THE TWO PRINCIPAL FEDERAL AGENCIES. AS IMPLIED MANY 
OF THE STATES HAVE COMPARABLE INTERESTS AND, TO VARYING 
DEGREES COMPLEMENTARY PROGRAMS. VANCE 
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